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 “God Gives Us A Choice”   By E A Terry Jr  Delivered Jan 6 2019
Joshua 3: 1 - 5; Matthew 25:31 – 46; Romans 12: 1 – 2; Deuteronomy 30: 11 – 20 (Sermon)

Most people make New Year’s resolutions because they hope things will be better for them in the New Year.  
So we make resolutions in order to make this happen.  
But despite our best efforts most New Year’s resolutions are broken before February 1st because we try to accomplish our resolutions by ourselves.   
The truth is God is waiting and wanting to help us.  
God does not want you just to get by. God created each of us with a plan and for a purpose. 
God planned an abundant victorious life for each of us.  
And the best part is that God has told us how to make things better.  
So, this morning I want us to spend the next few minutes looking at the choices we have before us. 

When God created humans in His image God gave humans the ability to reason and God gave humans the freedom to choose to respond to His love or to reject His love.  
That is what separates human beings from the rest of creation.  All other animals act on instinct.    

In Joshua 3:3 & 4 we read as the Children of Israel were about to begin a new era in their history they were told; “Follow The Ark Of The Covenant of The Lord Your God. Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before.”  
The Ark of the Covenant symbolized God’s presence and God’s protection to the Children of Israel.  
Today we as individuals and we as a congregation are beginning a new year.  
We do not know what 2019 holds for us or where we will be 5 years from now.  
But, Jesus knows the future and our job is to follow Jesus and our job is also to prepare for the journey God has planned for us.  
Joshua 3:5 tells us the way to prepare for the journey is to consecrate ourselves.  
God said; “Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow The Lord will do amazing things among you.”   Consecrate means “to set apart for a specific service.”  
As Christians we are to dedicate our lives to the service of Jesus Christ.  
Consecration is a three step process.  
The first step of consecration is to purify yourself by repenting of your sins and seeking forgiveness from The Lord.   
The second step of consecration is to make a conscious decision to separate yourself from sin, evil, worldly values, and worldly practices.  
And the third step of consecration is to dedicate yourself to the worship and to the service of Jesus Christ.  
Consecration is not a one time act. 
But rather consecration is a continuous process that needs to take place each and every day.  
Romans 12:1-2 give us an understanding of what a consecrated life looks like.   
A person leading a consecrated life willing offers their life as a living sacrifice to The Lord Jesus Christ.  
A person leading a consecrated life is not shaped by worldly values nor are they guided by worldly standards.   
But rather their life is a reflection of the love, forgiveness, joy, peace, kindness, gentleness, and compassion of Jesus.   
This morning we all need to ask ourselves; “Is Jesus really The Lord of my life?  
Have I surrendered all aspects of my life to Jesus?  
Have I earnestly sought to transform my mind by studying my Bible each day? 
“Am I still being shaped by worldly values?  
“Do I look forward to worship?” 
 “Is living a life pleasing to Jesus my number one priority?”

  I ask each of you to join me in accepting the challenge to consecrate yourself every day in 2019?

In Deuteronomy 30:11-15 Moses tells the Children of Israel that that each one of them must choose between life and prosperity or death and destruction.  
Moses goes on to say these choices are not difficult to understand and the answers are easy to obtain.   
In fact Moses tells them that God has put His word in their heart so that they can obey it.  
Then in verse 15 – 18 Moses tells the Children of Israel the consequences of their choice.  
If they chose to love The Lord, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments they will receive life and they will receive God’s blessings.   
However, if they do not choose to love The Lord, to walk in His ways, and / or to keep His commandments they should expect death and destruction.  
Notice that there are only two choices and both choices are simply based upon whether or not we want to have a personal relationship with our creator God. 
These same choices of life and death and blessings and curses are before each one of us this morning! 
You only have two choices: Choose life through Jesus Christ or choose death.    
That is true because life only comes through Jesus. 
 In John 14:6 Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  
And in John 10:10 Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; but I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”   
If you chose Jesus you are assured spiritual and eternal life in heaven.  
However, if you refuse or neglect to choose Jesus you will experience an unfulfilled life on earth and you will spend eternity in hell where there is unending misery and suffering. 
Friends this is not rocket science.  
God has given us the choice and God has told us the consequences of each choice. 
I am pleased that most everyone here has chosen spiritual life over spiritual death.  
However, in verse 19 of our lesson from Deuteronomy, Moses reminds us of the choice of God’s blessing or God’s curses.  
Again the choice is yours. 
You see after you have asked Jesus to be your Savior you have a choice to make about the quality of your life.  
Do you want the “abundant life Jesus offers?” 
Do you want The Lord’s blessings?    
If we choose to love The Lord, obey The Lord, and serve The Lord, God promises us His blessings.   
However, if you are not passionate about loving The Lord, obeying The Lord, and /or if you are stingy with giving your time, your talents, and your treasure to serve The Lord there is no reason for you to expect God’s blessings? 

The Bible is crystal clear there are only two choices and both choices are based upon whether or not you want to have a personal relationship with God.  
You see, not to choose is The Lord and rejecting all of the benefits The Lord offers.  
Since Christianity is a way of life, we do not have the option of dividing our lives into compartments.  
Our life is either centered on Jesus or it is centered on ourselves.  
We choose to obey Jesus or we chose to disobey Jesus.  
We choose to spend time with The Lord or we chose to neglect The Lord.  
Jesus made this point clear in Luke 6:46 when He said, “Why do you call me Lord and do not do what I say?”  
And in John 14:23 Jesus said, “If you love me you will obey my teachings.”   
As we begin 2019 each on of us are faced with the choice to walk with The Lord, to obey all The Lord’s commandments, and to serve The Lord OR we choose to go our own way and live for ourselves.  
If you choose to walk with The Lord, obey Him, and serve Him you will experience God’s blessings in 2019.  
However, if you choose to go your own way God will discipline you, you will forfeit God’s blessings, God will withdraw His presence and His protection from you, and you will experience disaster on you in 2019.  
We all have to make that choice.  
In Joshua 24: 15 we read the choice Joshua gave to the people.  
Joshua said; “choose you this day whom you will serve, ... but as for me and my household we will serve The Lord.”  (Joshua 24:15).  
What about you will you choose to love The Lord, to obey The Lord, and to serve The Lord in 2019?    
God loves each of us unconditionally.  
So the only appropriate response is for us to show our love for The Lord.  Loving The Lord is much more than lip service.  
Love is an action word and we show our love for The Lord in all that we do and say.  
Matthew 22:37 says we are to love The Lord our God with all our heart, mind, and soul and we are to love one another as we love ourselves.  
Jesus said “if you love me you will obey my commandments.” (John 14:23)
God gave us His commandments and Deuteronomy 30:14 states that God has put His word in our heart.  
Jesus came to earth and showed us how to live a life pleasing to The Lord.  
Jesus died on the cross to pay the penalty of our sins so we could experience the abundant life.  
So the only appropriate response is for us is to choose to live for The Lord each and every day.

God forgives us every time we ask Him and repent.  
So the only appropriate response is for us is to forgive the people who wrong us and / or hurt us. 

God has richly blessed us with many physical gifts and Jesus has promised to provide for all of our physical needs.  (Matthew 6:33)  
So it is only natural for us to want to show our appreciation by giving our time, our talents, and our treasure to The Lord each week.   
It is only natural for us to want to share these physical gifts with those people who are less fortunate than we are.  
Jesus said; “if you have done it unto the least of these my brothers you have done it unto me.” (Matthew 25:40)
God has given each of us 24 hours each day.  
That is 168 hours each week.  So it is only natural for us to want to show our appreciation to Him by spending a couple of hours with The Lord each day.  
We all need to ask ourselves; “How many hours am I going to devote to serving The Lord each week in 2019”.   
God has given each of us the mental ability, the physical ability, and the opportunity to earn money.  
Again each of us has the choice to selfishly keep most of our money for ourselves or to use the money God has entrusted to us in a way that is pleasing to Him. 
God has blessed us with all spiritual gifts.  
So the only appropriate response is for us is to tell other people how they can experience the love, the joy, the peace, and the hope that Jesus offers to all who believe in Him.  

God has given each of us talents.  
Are you going to choose to use your talents for The Lord in 2019?  
You do not know what 2019 holds for you.  
But we all know this.  
Each of us has a choice of facing 2019 all by ourselves or facing 2019 with our Creator God’s presence, provisions, and power.  
The choice is yours.  
Do you want the abundant life Jesus offers?  
Do you want The Lord’s blessings in 2019? 
Remember God’s wonderful promise in Psalm 37; “Take delight in The Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.”  
The bottom line is this; The God who created you loves you and wants things to be better for you in 2019.  
God wants to give you a new beginning.  
God is waiting to equip you and enable you to live a righteous life in this evil world.  
God is waiting to give purpose to your life and to make your life really meaningful.  
God is waiting to richly bless you.  
But you have to choose to consecrate yourself and you have to choose to love The Lord, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments.  
Are you going to choose life and prosperity or are you going to choose death and destruction.  God has given each of us the choice.
AMEN
