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Our Mission Statement
We the people of Mt. Paran Presbyterian Church seek to be centered in and proclaim the
Word of God as revealed to us through His Son Jesus Christ. We faithfully strive to follow
the Scripture and to be true to the historic principles of our reformed traditions.
This report has been formatted by Senior Pastor Anita Bishop-Johnson.
Final edits were made by Pastor Anita, Senior Pastor, and Mitzi Ecker, Clerk of Session.
The Annual Report is dedicated to the glory of God by the People of Mt Paran Presbyterian Church.
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For John, when people focus too much on a physical location, they miss out on God’s glory
standing right in front of them.

Pastor’s Annual Report: Pastor Anita Bishop-Johnson
In 2020 God continued to bless Mt Paran abundantly! It was a challenging year as
2020 became a year of unprecedented time of the global pandemic, political unrest,
and economic insecurity for many. In the midst of all of that, through God’s grace we
came through the year and God allowed us to thrive as we relied on faith to sustain
and lead us. It was not by our will, but God’s. It was not by our might, but God’s.
As you go through our 2020 Annual Report you will see the terms ‘prior to pandemic
gathering restrictions’ or ‘prior to Covid 19’, or similar terms. The restrictions placed
upon gathering became a defining moment as we look back upon the year that was.
The level of disruption that Covid-19 brought impacted everything from our weekly
giving, to our understanding what it means to worship and study as a family of God.
The Lord blessed Mt Paran as we found new ways to gather and to provide an
electronic worship experience. We have met by phone, on computers, we’ve
engaged with one another on FaceBook and discovered new platforms like Zoom,
YouTube, and Vimeo where we could continue to share God’s transforming message
of love and grace and to encourage one another. In the course of the last year we
only missed one worship service due to Covid. We prayed for a way to reach God’s
people and to stay connected and God answered abundantly.
This past November we celebrated God’s blessing through the ministry of Ed and
Lady Terry as they made the move into retirement from the daily work of the
ministry. Due to pandemic restrictions we were unable to gather as an entire church
family together, so the retirement celebration of messages to Ed and Lady were a
first. We look forward to the ‘Retirement Celebration Part 2’ which will be held
when we can all safely gather together to praise God for this wonderful ministry
couple. While we are saddened that they have moved away from the daily work of
the church, we rejoice that they are still a part of our church family. Ed and Lady
have earned the “Pastor Emeritus” and “Elder Emeritus” titles. These titles are
bestowed upon those who have gone exceptionally, consistently, above and beyond
to answer the call of God upon their lives. They have truly earned the titles and the
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rest from daily church work that retirement will provide them. We are truly blessed
with the foundation that God has built through them.
God has truly blessed us in so many ways, in spite of the challenges of 2020. Here
are just a few of the things we are praising God for:
Leadership
We are blessed to have competent Elders & Deacons that are dedicated to
serving The Lord and the Mt Paran family. Our Elders are spiritual leaders and
competent preachers and teachers. Our Deacons are compassionate and serve
you and The Lord with joy.
o We Installed one Deacon who had served previously
o Each of our Elders and Deacons, recognizing the need in 2020 &
2021 for consistency in leadership in light of all pandemic changes,
agreed to continue to serve where God has called them.
o Two Elders received the status of Elder Emeritus
 Mitzi Ecker
 Lady Terry
o Our retiring Senior Pastor Edward A Terry Jr has received the status
of Pastor Emeritus
This year our long time member and Clerk of Session, Mitzi Ecker, began to think
about the future as well and prayed that God would send along someone else to
fill her shoes as she contemplated her next call in ministry at Mt Paran. God
answered the prayer abundantly, by calling two people to serve alongside her as
Co-Clerks of Session. In joyous thanksgiving, we welcome Elders Glaldys Fai and
Henry Tanwani into the rolls of Co-Clerks. When we begin gathering again, we
will have much to celebrate! God has been so incredibly good to Mt Paran!!!
Member Involvement
 Our congregation continued to grow in 2020 in spite of the Pandemic and other
cultural and societal challenges, and we remain a diverse congregation in all
aspects (age, race, nationality, education, and financial). More importantly
we have maintained our loving, caring, family atmosphere as we have grown
outside the borders of ‘the building’.
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 Our membership numbers in 2020 include:
o
o
o
o
o
o

8 New Members
3 Put on Inactive
2 Deaths
3 Affiliate Members
0 Children Baptized
0 Adults Baptized

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP AS OF DEC. 31, 2020 -273

Mission Partnerships
 We continued our Missionary partnership with Pine Ridge Church, Ron Metzger
(Western Caribbean) and with Kurt & Johanna Metzger (Papua New Guinea) and
with The Night of Peace Shelter, although our partnering could no longer be done
in person.
 We provided benevolent support with our funds, and our prayers to those
struggling from the Tennessee tornado, Presbytery GA fund, Disaster Relief for
Puerto Rico, Presbytery of Baltimore’s Shared Ministries, Shepherd’s Staff,
Disaster relief for the Michigan flood, California wildfires and Hurricane Laura. A
full accounting of our financial support can be seen in Elder Epeme’s Mission
page of this report. It is moving to know that even in the need caused by Covid,
we still put giving to others in the name of Jesus a priority.
Community Outreach
We provided Holiday Baskets via $600 worth of Aldi cards with our schools
partnership benefitting needy families in our community. This is a
partnership with Randallstown Elementary School and Deer Park Middle
Magnet School.
Capital Improvements in 2020:
As our building use was almost ‘zero’ for most of the year since the pandemic
gathering restrictions. We praise God however that there were a few improvements
made:
 The addition of new signs along Mt Paran Driveway to direct drivers to the
fellowship hall.
 A new Mt Paran Driveway ‘blue street sign’ at the entrance on Liberty Road.
 The deteriorating shed was also torn down and removed
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 New Church Mutual monitoring equipment was installed to prevent pipes from
freezing and damage to our buildings and appliances
 Repaving repairs to the driveway
 A previously used organ was donated by a generous community member in
November and was placed in the down church which needed a functioning
instrument.
The Theme for 2021: Reconnect
We should all praise God to be a part of the Mt Paran family and to be included in
the wonderful things God is doing at Mt Paran. Because of Christ, you make a
difference! While we have lots of reasons to celebrate and to be proud, we need to
honestly look at some of the major challenges as a congregation we face moving in
2021:
 As of the publication of this report, we will not have gathered for worship
together as an entire body for more than a year. In the environment the
global pandemic has caused, it is easy to move away from our daily
connection to God and one another.
2021
o
o
o
o

must be a year focused on reconnecting with:
God
One another
Our collective mission as disciples of Jesus Christ
Our mission as a church family

 We need to continue on our spiritual journey. We need to make studying
God’s Word and becoming students of His Word enough of a priority to
attend a Bible Discussion Group or class. We need to make worship a priority.
 I sincerely believe that God will hear our prayers and bless us to return to safe
in-person worship and fellowship at some point in 2021. In the beginning, it
may not look exactly like what we were used to, but we will be gathered
together in Jesus’ name! Our fellowship and connection to and with one
another from now until then is paramount. You will see an increase in
contacts from your church family and leadership in the days and weeks to
come. Your leadership is open to you and wishes to support you in your
growth in the Lord. Please, feel free to reach out to us as well.
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 We need to continue our journey to become financially sufficient. To meet
this challenge our Sunday Morning offerings need to increase substantially
and we need to continue to grow numerically and spiritually.
 We need to continue to grow numerically. A stagnant church without growth
is not who we are called to be. We are called by God to be a vital, thriving,
body of Christ, making great impacts for the Kingdom of God in our
community and the world! When we are able to worship in–person again, we
should have the building filled with people who are alive in Christ and on fire
for the Lord! While we are reaching people all over the globe with our
electronic worship service, this cannot replace people who are active
members and doers of the work of Christ. To meet this challenge we will all
need to continue to invite our friends, our neighbors, and our co-workers to
come to worship with us. We must answer the challenge of how to integrate
our new overseas worshippers into the life of the church that they too can be
a vital part of our membership.
 We need to continue our mission outreach at home and abroad. To meet this
challenge we must find additional ways to reach out and minister to our
community. We need to become more involved in evangelism and hands-on
mission projects when it is safe to do so. To achieve this we will need
volunteers to step up and take leadership roles in organizing proposed
projects like Soup Kitchens, Shelters, Nursing Home Ministry, Heifer Project,
etc. We will need volunteers to lead and to go on Mission Trips.
 We need to continue to pray for The Lord to show us His good and perfect will
for Mt Paran, and we must have the courage and the strength to move into
His vision for the future.
I close the Pastor’s portion of the report with an adapted quote from now retired
Pastor Emeritus, Edward Terry. “We will never meet these challenges with our
resources, our intelligence, and / or our energy. The only way we will continue to
have an effective ministry at Mt Paran is to depend upon the unlimited power and
resources of our Almighty Heavenly Father, the guidance of The Holy Spirit, and a
close personal daily relationship and walk with our Savior Jesus The Christ. Will you
join me in committing yourself to pray for Mt Paran each day in 2021? Will you join
me in committing yourself to being faithful, available, and teachable throughout
2021?”
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I thank each of you for the amount of dedication and perseverance you have shown
in this difficult year. I am so very thankful and humbled that God has called me to
walk this journey with Mt Paran as your Senior Pastor. I am so very thankful that
God used Ed and Lady Terry to build such a wonderful foundation upon which we
can all grow on. We must give God all the credit and all the glory for richly blessing
Mt Paran by bringing each of us to the family of Mt Paran! May we never forget
that God places specific people, with specific talents, at specific places, at specific
times, to do specific jobs for Him. Like Esther of the Old Testament, you were
designed and called for a time such as this.
With that in mind may we all be quick to respond to God’s call by saying: “Here am I
Lord use me in whatever way you choose.”

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Anita J. Bishop-Johnson
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Clerk's Annual Report: Clerk of Session, Elder Mitzi Ecker
STATISTICS:
8 New Members
3 Put on Inactive
2 Deaths
3 Affiliate Members
0 Children Baptized
0 Adults Baptized
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP AS OF DEC. 31, 2020 -273

RETIRED:
Pastor Edward A. Terry Jr.
Minister of Music and Liturgical Arts Lady Terry
Secretary Louise Block

EMERITUS:
Pastor Edward A. Terry Jr- Pastor Emeritus
Elder Lady Terry- Elder Emeritus
Elder Mildred Ecker- Elder Emeritus

NEW SENIOR PASTOR:
Anita Bishop-Johnson has accepted position of full time pastor and
Session has approved this. Her terms of call are $24,440.00 annual salary,
$1,000.00 annual continued education, 4 weeks vacation, 4 weeks study leave
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and unlimited mileage pending Presbytery approval. After six months our
finances will be reviewed with the possibility of increasing Pastor Anita's
salary.
Donna Lea will continue as Associate Pastor with 4 weeks vacation, 4
weeks study leave and unlimited mileage.

KEY STRENGTH:
Prayer is still the key strength of Mt. Paran. Scripture says to pray
without ceasing and we do that. We have an on-going prayer list, emergency
prayer notifications, and our Shepherds' prayer list. Our source of strength is
evident in our smallest children's prayers up to our Pastors' prayers. We have
learned how to do zoom meetings and virtual worship services. This has given
us a wider audience to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. God has blessed
us for over 305 years and we will continue to preach the Gospel that says the
only way to Salvation is through Jesus Christ. AMEN.

In Christ’s Service,

Elder Mitzi Ecker, Clerk of Session
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TRUSTS & INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS REPORT FOR 2020
I.

SANDUSKY TRUST

◦

Interest Income Designation to go to Cemetery Account

◦

Lincoln Fund (Mutual Fund XXXXX31)

◦

Balance 01-01-20

$50,627

◦

Balance 12-31-20

$55,305

II.

FITE TRUST
Interest Income Designation to go into Operating Budget Account
U.S. Trust (Money Market XXXXX79)

III.

Balance 12-01-19

$312,296

Balance 11-30-20

$339,031

BBT & PNC
Interest Income Reinvested
Account XXXX7278-Manse Escrow

IV.

Balance 0-01-20

$ 1834

Balance 12-31-20

$ 1843

GROWTH ACCOUNT
▪

Interest Income Reinvested

Wells Fargo Advisors (Money Market XXXXX 97)
Balance 01-01-20

$121,727

Balance 12-31-20

$137,810
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V.

CEMETERY ACCOUNT
▪
◦

Interest Income Reinvested (Cemetery Expenses Paid Out Of Account-35%)
Wells Fargo Advisors (Money Market XXXXX25)

◦

Balance 01-01-20

$15,703

◦

Balance 12-31-20

$26,114

VI.

INVESTMENT ACCOUNT

▪

Interest Income Reinvested

▪

Wells Fargo Advisors (Money Market XXXXX37)

▪

Balance 01-01-20
Balance 12-31-20

▪

VII.

$ 261,068
$ 272,995

BUILDING FUND ACCOUNT
Interest Income reinvested
Wells Fargo Advisors (Money Market XXXXX32)

VIII.

Balance 01-01-20

$ 195,277

Balance 12-31-20

$ 248,858

LAURA E. SCOTT MEMORIAL FUND
Interest Income Reinvested
Wells Fargo Advisors (Money Market XXXX 0571)
Balance 01-01-20

$ 56,849

Balance 12-31-20

$ 58,328
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IX.

MISSION TRIPS
Interest Income Reinvested
Wells Fargo Advisors (Money Market XXX1242)

X.

Balance 01-01-20

$ 21,844

Balance 12-31-20

$ 24,126

CHECKING ACCOUNT
Bank of America (Account XXXXX2970)

XI.

Balance 01-01-20

$ 90,224

Balance 12-31-20

$ 87,955

MT. PARAN EMERGENCY FUND
PNC Bank (Account XXXXX13)
Balance 01-01-20

$ 10,439

Balance 12-31-20

$ 10,317
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Worship Ministry:

Elder Akwa Angwafo

PURPOSE: Proclamation of the Word and the celebration of the Sacraments
Duties:









Provide for the corporate worship in accordance with the Book of Order
Plan the worship calendar
Oversee the children’s participation in Worship and provide adults to teach and
supervise.
Provide Bibles, hymnals, paraments, bulletins, flowers, etc. for the worship services
Procure and oversee the Lay Readers and Ushers.
Oversee the choirs and liturgical dancers.
Plan at least one special worship activity each quarter.
Plan a laity service once each quarter.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS







Successfully shifted to on-line worship due to Covid-19 restrictions, available on a
variety of platforms. With the exception of Sunday March 1st, the first service after
Covid-19 gathering restrictions were instituted, we have not missed a single Sunday
worship service! To God be the glory.
Continue to work with the Praise Song leaders weekly, and inclusion of hymns in
each service.
Held our first Easter, Christmas, and New Year services on-line with specialized
music and socially distanced choir.
As the online worship services have progressed we have evolved to include an
expanded Children’s Sermon, and memory verse read by one of our youth
Have successfully pivoted to having drive-thru communion on first Sundays in
conjunction with the recording of the communion liturgy.
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Mission Ministry: Elder Franklin Epeme
PURPOSE: Extending The Word to the community through outreach activities and
opportunities
Duties:






Plan and provide for the distribution of the benevolent funds
Plan and provide for people to go on mission trips
Maintain contact with the missionaries our church supports
Maintain contact with the mission partnerships our church supports
Plan at least one special local hands on mission activity each quarter

During 2020, the Mission Ministry continued its benevolent giving. With pandemic
restrictions possibly being eased in 2021 we are looking forward to continuing and
expanding our long- time support of the Wycliffe Bible Ministry, and the Night of Peace
Shelter and supporting our brothers and sisters and Christ through the US and other
countries during times of intense need.
It is our prayer that in 2021 and beyond, the Mission Ministry will expand Mt. Paran’s
outreach into our neighboring communities, using our time and talents to reach and assist
those in need of Christ’s blessings.
A list of our 2020 Benevolent Giving follows.

2020 BENEVOLENT GIVING- MISSION
Date

Info

Amount

1-12

1461

Deacon's Fund

200.00

200.00

1-12

1462

Presbytery- GA Fund

224.00

424.00

1-12

1463

Presbytery- Per Capita

9182.61

9606.61

1-13

1466

Presbytery- Disaster Relief- Puerto Rico 1000.00

10606.61

2-6

1482

Wycliffe Bible-Ron(1000) & Kurt(2000) 3000.00

13606.61

2-24

1493

Deacon's Fund- Gift for 305th Logo

25.00

13631.61

2-24

1497

Cemetery Fund

525.00

14156.61

3-2

1504

Pres. Disaster-TN Tornado

1000.00

15156.61

3-20

1510

Night of Peace Family Shelter

1000.00

16156.61
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3-21

1514

Pres.- Shared Ministries

2500.00

18656.61

5-5

1532

Pres.- Dis. Relf.- Puerto Rico-Earthquake 500.00

19156.61

5-9

1534

Shepherd's Staff

1000.00

20156.61

5-22

1539

Pres. Disaster-Flood Michigan

1000.00

21156.61

7-22

1573

Inter Varisty- Rushing 50th Anniv

100.00

21256.61

8-2

1580

Our Daily Bread Devotionals

50.00

21306.61

9-8

1597

Emergency Fund

1000.00

22306.61

9-11

1599

Pres. Dis- Cal. Fires & Hurricane Laura

2000.00

24306.61

10-23

1627

Mt. Paran- Bldg Fund

15000.00

39306.61

11-11

1636

Pres Dis- Hurricane

1000.00

40306.61

11-14

1637

Mt. Paran Emergency

9000.00

49306.61

11-14

1638

Mt Paran Cemetery

10000.00

59306.61

12-16

1665

Pine Ridge Church

100.00

59406.61
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Evangelism Ministry: Elder Bernard Mbah
Purpose: Spreading The Word to the community through personal contacts
Duties:











Plan and provide for ways to make our church visible to the community
Send a welcome letter to returning visitors
Develop a series of follow-up activities for interested visitors
Oversee CMF & CWF
Plan and provide for semi-annual Bring A Friend Sundays
Plan and coordinate a Nursing Home ministry
Advertise special events in local newspapers
Plan and provide for special evangelistic activities (Goal 1 per quarter)
Oversee and maintain the church web site
Oversee preparation of a church brochure for members to give to friends / coworkers

The year 2020 has been a very difficult one for obvious reasons, the COVID-19 pandemic. Consequently, it
would be impossible to compare the activities of 2020 to those of 2019 as it has been done in previous yearly
report. In general, activities of this ministry were slowed down or completely brought to a halt of the corona
virus worldwide shutdown.
EVANGELCAL OUTREACH:
Before the general shutdown in March 2020, we had two very successful meetings in January and February
respectively. In both meetings, a program of activities for 2020 was presented and debated upon. In the
February meeting, arrangements were already concluded to visit THE NIGHT OF PEACE SHELTER along
Windsor Mills road. Prior to the visit, this facility had already arranged for a brief orientation course for the
elders from MPPC that will lead the group to visit the center. Unfortunately this visit was postponed
indefinitely due to the corona virus pandemic. However, this visit still remains as our top priority as soon as
the shutdown is off lifted and activities return to normal.
ONLINE OUTREACH:
The electronic worship services gave us the opportunity to reach out to friends and family members in other
countries through our electronic worship services. We forwarded this recorded worship service to families and
friend in Cameroon, UK and Italy. We also encouraged our shepherd members to forward same to their
neighbors, friends and family members back home in Africa where possible.
CONTACT WITH VISITORS:
Even though only one SMS was sent out to a visitor who worshipped in MPPC in February 2020, we have
maintained SMS or phone call contacts with some visitors who had worshipped with us in the past years. We
have also been in contact with some of our former members who had relocated from this city.
CHURCH WEBSITE:
Pastor Anita and her IT team have been doing a marvelous job to keep members of MPPC informed of the
activities of the church through this medium.
ACTIVITIES FOR 2021
While we keep our fingers crossed expecting the shutdown to come to an end by God’s grace, we continue to
reach out where electronically where possible. As soon as the shutdown is off lifted, activities of the
evangelism ministry will continue from where it stopped in March 2020
Elder Bernard Mbah,
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Evangelism Ministry Chair

Nurture Ministry: Elder Wallace Johnson
Purpose: Sharing the joy of the Word through assimilating new and existing members into
the life and ministry of the church.
Duties:






Meet, inform, and encourage new members to be actively involved in the life and
ministries of the church
Plan & promote Programs and Activities for Young Adults
Oversee Prayer Chain
Plan and provide innovative ways to get more members actively involved in the life
and ministries of the church
Foster a family atmosphere in the church

Accomplishments
Outreach to Shepard’s List: Have reached out to most by e-mails and a smaller group by phone
Shepard List: Have been better about Shepard’s List vs year before and plan to continue to improve.

Plans for 2021:
The Nurture Ministry in 2021 is planning the following items:
•

Promote more involvement for Church members in the life of the church through
the Health Fair and related events.

•

Health Fair for Summer/Fall 2021 exact date either remotely, or in person if
pandemic restrictions have been lifted

•

Will partner with Genesis Church Health Dream Team and Health Ministry of Mount
Paran. Topics to include: Dementia, Travel Medicine, Hypertension, Heart Disease,
Basic First Aid for Church, Disability Awareness, Pharmacy Drug Cost and Basic
principles, Covid workshop, Dietary Advice, Health Insurance 2021

•

Tuition workshop for College bound youth; virtual now or Face to face later as
pandemic restrictions are lifted

Respectfully Submitted,
Elder Wallace Johnson
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Christian Education Ministry: Elder Tanwani Akum
Purpose: Sharing the Word through spiritual growth opportunities
Chairman: Tanwani Akum
Duties:
o
o
o
o
o

Plan and provide for Sunday School classes, curriculum & teachers
Plan and provide for the Communicants' Class
Plan and provide for Vacation Bible School
Oversee Electronic Outreach
Plan and provide for a special CE study/ activity each quarter

Accomplishments:
•

Continued to have Adult Sunday School classes virtually via Zoom during most of the
Pandemic.

•

In 2020 we had several children that were members of the Communicants Class.

•

Prior to Pandemic restrictions Smore’s was extremely active. Evening Smore’s
included visitation from Girl Scout Troop 5333 who presented a fun evening on
caring for God’s creation.

•

Continued to engage with our elementary school students via the mailing of age
appropriate Sunday School materials.

•

Assisted in the distribution of computers, Monitors, and keyboards to our youth and
young adult to aid in their studies. The computer materials were donated by a local
area business, and the generous donations of our members.

Moving Forward:
•

In 2021 looking forward to forming a consistent class for Middle Schoolers, and a
way to engage our Elementary School Students.

•

Return of summer VBS and children’s church once we are able to gather safely.
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Fellowship Ministry: Elder Cathy Mobit
Purpose of Fellowship Ministry: The purpose is to bring people closer to Christ and also to
know them by name as well as their needs. The Fellowship Ministry is not limited to the
ministry members, but involves the entire church to bring people to church as well as make
the Word of the Lord known to the people in and out of Mt Paran Church.

Activities and success of Fellowship Ministry 2020












Meal preparation: Prior to Pandemic restrictions, every Sunday the ministry
members bring food and serve the Christians after church benediction. This is
important because Christians have the chance to meet each other face to face and
know them personally by name. This is also fulfilling the Word of the Lord that
paraphrased says “if you love me then feed my people”. This has been successful
during 2020 until the restrictions on gathering. Many thanks to everyone that help
to this success!
Special Occasions in Mt Paran: baptisms, funerals, wedding, ordination, new
members etc. Fellowship Ministry participated actively in the preparation, set-up
and serving during reception. This was successful prior to gathering restrictions of
2020 thanks to every family of Mt. Paran together we stand and we are one.
Visiting the sick: Prior to March, this ministry with other Ministries visited the sick in
Nursing Homes, individual homes and hospitals preaching and singing praises to God
for healing power. We look forward to doing this again once the Covid restrictions
are lifted.
Supplies for the fellowship: Prior to restrictions, this was very steady and successful
with supplies. The fellowship chairperson and Deacon Olivia handle the check and
balances of what is needed before it runs out. Thanks for your help Deacon.
Fellowship Hall and Kitchen: This ministry has always been doing the cleaning up
after fellowship, most of the time by the CWF member prior to Covid restrictions .
Thanks so much ladies keep the good job going. Fellowship Ministry we will run the
race and we will not get tired and will be ready to resume when we can gather safely
once again.
Future planning once we can gather safely as a people, is to visit the sick and shutins in their homes and to involve many more members in the donations of weekly
food items for fellowship meal after worship.

To crown it all Fellowship Ministry welcomes the day prayerfully soon in 2021 when
everyone can join so that we can know our members in church, serve them, pray, visit,
clean after fellowship, feed, and make Mount Paran a family fellowship church where you
cannot afford to miss the fellowship and the Word of God.
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Youth Ministry: Elder Beatrice Muma
Purpose: The purpose of the Youth ministry is to pass the Word of the Lord to our young
Christians who will in turn lead the church in the future and continue to spread the good
news of Jesus Christ. The youth gather every Friday for youth choir practice, and SMORES
Bible education during the school calendar year. We also arrange other youth events when
possible.
Duties:







Coordinate all youth activities
Plan and provide curriculum for study activities and serve as advisor
Support youth activities in and outside of the church
Encourage parental involvement and assistance
Coordinate teachers for various youth groups
Mentor to the youth

Accomplishments:





High School Youth Bible Study class continues to meet and thrive on Friday evenings
at 8 as we meet by Zoom.
Our High School youth prepared sermonettes delivered during one of our Zoom
worships this past July.
It should be noted that Elder Beatrice presented as a panel participant with the
Presbytery of Baltimore’s Westside Story Ministry Group this past year.
Youth Participated with First of Howard County for their Snow Ball in January 2020

2021 Goals:




Once Pandemic restrictions have been lifted we look forward to return of Friday
night Smores as well as in-person activities for our youth.
We look forward to sending all our children to camp and other activities once we
can all gather safely.
Establish a Middle School Bible study for the Middle School youth.

I am pretty sure, I have not done justice to what the youth and the church was able to
accomplish last year, but the youth will like to use this opportunity to thank the church for
all the spiritual and financial support, and all the opportunities provide to them by our
Pastors, elders and the entire church. Without everyone, especially our parents, we will not
have been able to accomplish these things.
Thank you,
Elder Beatrice Muma
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Children’s Church
Under Session guidance and partnership between Youth, Christian Education, and Worship Ministries

Prior to Pandemic restrictions in March 2020, Children’s Church was growing
and expanding. Had an average of 30 or more children in regular attendance.
Children continue to participate in the electronic worship service with the
addition of the memory verse to the services.

We are greatly looking forward to a return to normal worshipping and
gathering routines. Once Session determines that we can gather again safely,
we will be ready for the Children’s Church with new, exciting, and age
appropriate Biblical studies.
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eacons’ Annual Report 2020
Secretary General - Stephen Abunaw & Chairman Board of Deacons – Dwayne Cook
Deacon Defined
 The ministry of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and
service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick,
the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by unjust policies or structures,
or anyone in distress. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives,
brotherly and sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment should be chosen
for this ministry.
Accomplishments 2020:
 In 2020 a few Improvement and maintenance items were completed including the
addition of new signs along Mt Paran Driveway to direct drivers to the Fellowship Hall. A
new Mt Paran Driveway ‘blue street sign’ at the entrance on Liberty Road. The
deteriorating shed that was torn down and debris removed
 New Church Mutual monitoring equipment was installed to prevent pipe freezing
 Deacon’s Fund: After compassionate and prayerful consideration, the Deacons have
disbursed huge sum of dollars to help those in need around us.
 Solicited church volunteers to clean our church and its surroundings,
 Cleared debris and overgrowth at Lyons Mill Road.
 Served the people in the Mt. Paran family in many ways
 Deacon’s Fund: After compassionate and prayerful consideration, the Deacons were
blessed to use the Fund to help several individuals / families
 Prior to Covid gathering restrictions, solicited volunteers to clean our church and its
surroundings, gathered greeters, ushers and continued to maintain the kitchen supplies
 Holiday Baskets provided to community: We donated the total sum of $600 in Aldi
Supermarket gift cards to Randallstown Elementary School and Deer Park Middle School
to assist 24 families in the community to purchase food
 Serve the people in the Mt. Paran family in many ways including, but not limited to,
reaching out to church members, prayers, as well as connecting with new church
members and guests prior to Covid gathering restrictions.
 Prior to restrictions pick and drop some members who could not secure a ride to/from
church events
 Prior to gathering restrictions assisted the Sunday school students morally & spiritually
to enhance God’s work
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Mt Paran Cemetery: Contact Dickson Esakenong
This year the Cemetery welcomed Dickson Esakenong as the new Contact for the Cemetery.
We are thankful to God for the training that Pastor Emeritus Ed Terry provided prior to his
retirement. We also welcomed the volunteer efforts of our local Boy Scout Troop who
donated two Saturdays to clear and clean the cemetery grounds. In addition, we are
thankful to God for Scout Alex Dodge who created a new plot marker sign for the cemetery
grounds as part of his Eagle Project. The new sign is colorful, easy to read, easy to make
additions to through our local printer, and fully weather resistant.
The cemetery is part of Mt Paran’s ministry to its members and to the community. This
means that our church has a moral and a financial obligation to provide perpetual care, easy
access, as well as accurate records. It also means anyone can be buried in our cemetery as
long as there are available spaces. Two individuals were buried in our cemetery in 2020
In 2020 the cost of caring for our cemetery was just over $ 4,000. This included lawn care,
plowing snow and salting the driveway, electricity for security lights. We were blessed that
Helen Sandusky left a substantial financial trust to insure that the church had the necessary
funds to properly care for the cemetery. The terms of the trust allow us to use the interest
to maintain the cemetery. In addition all the funds from the sale of cemetery plots go into
the cemetery fund. The expense of maintaining the cemetery was greater than the income
received from the trust, the sale of plots, and donations. Therefore, donations to the
cemetery fund are always welcome.
At this time there are around 150 plots available for sale. Currently lots in Mt Paran’s
Cemetery sell for $550. This fee includes the land and perpetual care. There is no opening
or closing fee paid to the church. (However, there is an additional cost paid by the family
directly to the gravedigger for his services) The $550 cost Mt Paran charges for the plot is a
little lower that the other church cemeteries and it is substantially lower than the
commercial cemeteries in the area. This is intentional because we view the cemetery as a
ministry to our members and to the community. Please see one of your Deacons if you are
interested in purchasing a lot or if you are interested in obtaining more information about
the cemetery.
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Christian Women’s Fellowship (CWF): President Cathy Mobit
Purpose: To build an inclusive, caring community, of Christian women, that strengthens
other Christians in God’s vineyard with prayer, Bible study and service.

The group meets weekly when possible following the fellowship hour after Sunday morning
worship. Regular attendance at worship is a part of our commitment to the CWF.
As part of our spiritual growth each member teaches our Bible study at least once during
the calendar year. We use material for Bible study suggested by the National Committee of
CWFPCUSA.
This year we studied the book of John and took our annual quiz but did so without any
official study because the material from National Headquarters was not available.
Our dues are $30 per year with a portion sent to the National Committee with the
remaining being ours to use for ministry as necessary.

Actions of Service 2020:
Prior to Covid restrictions on in-person gathering we assisted Elder Cathy Mobit each
Sunday with the fellowship time following worship and we increase our fellowship with one
another at the same time.
We participated remotely in the World Day of Prayer with other Zonal CWF Groups to
promote understanding of the physical and spiritual needs of our members.
We were also honored to present the music for our regular MPPC services every third
Sunday, coordinating with the Pastor to present the sermon topic in musical form. This
allows us to be members of the Worship Ministry. This will resume once gathering
restrictions have been lifted.
Prior to gathering restrictions, we participated in the Evangelism ministry by visiting nursing
homes and collecting needed items for the clients.
We support our members as they grieve or experience trouble with prayer, food and funds.
We have previously attended retreats to promote our spiritual life and we look forward to
returning to this in the future.
We participated in the World Day of Prayer with other Zonal CWF Groups via Zoom
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Our executive Council Members are:







President----Cathy Mobit
Vice President----Helen Ayuk
Secretary----Christy Aluna
Vice Secretary---Ziporah Enone
Financial Secretary---Pauline Tanwani
Treasurer--- Mitzi Ecker

We thank God that we were blessed to have begun holding Bible studies on Zoom in which
our ladies can gather remotely.

2021
In 2021, once pandemic restrictions are eased, we are looking forward to
•

presenting the music for our regular MPPC services every third Sunday

•

participate with the Evangelism ministry by visiting nursing homes and collecting
needed items

•

returning to providing food for Fellowship after each service once it is safe to do so

•

Participating in person with other CWF members in our collective worship, retreat,
and fellowship opportunities.

Cathy Mobit
CWF MPPC President
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Christian Men’s Fellowship (CMF)
Purpose of the Christian Men Fellowship: To teach, inspire, motivate, empower members
to foster the work of evangelization.

Accomplishments 2020
Prior to the pandemic, the group met every Sunday immediately after church services for
bible study and other activities.
The goal was for each member to lead at least one bible study during the year.
 Hosting Zoom Bible Studies
 Assisted members in times of happiness and sadness.
 Meetings with the National Executives CMF- SSPC and other C.M.F .members by Zoom
when announced.
 Looking forward to growing in the coming year and gathering in person for Bible studies
and fellowship as the Pandemic restrictions ease.
 Assisted members in times of happiness and sadness. This happens when some
members lost their love ones or in times of joy and happiness.
 Working in collaboration with C.W.F. Mt. Paran group and other members in some
occasions.
 Our Financial Secretary, Elder Henry Tanwani gave the group a detail and
comprehensive report on our Financial Statements. Our balance brought forward was
good. It was announced to members that our annual registration contributions as from
2020 will step up to $35.00.
 In all, our members grow from strength to strength spiritually
 We remain five executive members plus Pastor Ed our Spiritual Leader:
 Pastor Ed. Spiritual Leader
 Charles Tangwan - President
 Stephen Abunaw – Secretary/ Secretary Gen. National Branch
 Henry Tanwani =Financial Secretary/ National Treasurer
 Eric Nchumuluh – Chief Whip
 Martin Aluna – Song Leader
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Partners In Care
“Partners In Care” is a program where local churches partner with The Maryland National
Guard in providing pastoral counseling and assistance to soldiers and to the families of
deployed National Guard members.
As you can imagine deployments are very stressful when a family member is away from
home for extended periods of time. Mt Paran continues to participate in this program
because the members in The Maryland National Guard are our neighbors and they are
fighting for our freedom. In addition the National Guard is called in to assist us in natural
disasters.
Referrals are made to our church through the Chaplain’s Office. Referrals are people in our
neighborhood who do not have a church home. So as you can see this is an excellent way
for Mt Paran to reach out and help people in our neighborhood. This is also an excellent
way for us to share the Good News of Jesus with our neighbors who do not have a church
home. This is truly a win –win situation for Mt Paran and for members of The Maryland
National Guard faced with problems.
Mt Paran looks forward to continuing to provide pastoral care and financial assistance to
our military families in the coming year.
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Immigration Ministry: Elder Tanwani Akum
Mt Paran started an Immigration Ministry in 2006. Each successive year we have refined
the process and added funds to the Immigration Fund as needed. We started an
Immigration Ministry to address the needs of some of our members. As you know the
Immigration Laws in this country are very expensive and intimidating. It is not easy to get a
Work Permit or a Green Card. It takes time and money to upgrade a person’s status and it
is extremely difficult for a person to be here and their spouse and / or children to be in
another country. It takes patience and a lot of prayer to deal with these issues. It is for
these reasons that Mt Paran seeks to help members of our Church family deal with
Immigration issues.
Immigration Funds may be used to help active members of the Mt Paran family pay the cost
of filing immigration forms with The INS and to help with the cost of legal advice. The
Immigration Committee, under the capable leadership of Elder Tanwani Akum, has
established policy guidelines for accessing these funds. In addition Mt Paran has previously
donated funds to the Immigration Ministry at St Matthews Catholic Church so members of
our church could receive legal advice and legal help with any immigration issue. We chose
St Matthews Church since they have a large on-going immigration ministry. We anticipate
continuing and supporting this partnership into 2021.
Please contact Elder Tanwani Akum if you have any specific questions about our
Immigration Ministry.
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Pastoral Counseling
Pastoral Counseling is just another of the many benefits of being a member of the Mt Paran
family. Your Pastors are available for Personal Counseling, Family Counseling; Pre-Marital
Counseling, and Marriage Counseling for couples having difficulties.
Everybody and every family has problems. The first step in solving any problem is to admit
there is a problem. Then the next step is to define the problem. Problems are always easier
to define, face and problems are easier to solve if we have someone to talk to and
somebody to pray with us. That is what Pastoral Counseling is all about. Your pastors do
not have any magic answers but when we honestly talk together, apply God’s Word to the
situation, and bring our problems before The Lord in prayer we have the assurance that The
Lord will come beside us and help us through our problem. There is never any charge for
your Pastors talking and praying with you and there is always strict confidentiality.
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2020 Operating Budget vs Actual Expenses
Presented to the congregation at The Annual Meetings of The Congregation via Zoom
Gatherings on Sundays February 21, and February 28, 2021.

2021 Budget
The 2021 Proposed Budget was approved by vote of the congregation at the stated Annual
Congregational Meeting Part II, on Sunday February 28, 2021. Please contact Clerk of
Session, Mitzi Ecker or Pastor Anita for copies or for questions.

Presentation to Congregation
Presented to the congregation at the Annual Congregational Meetings
Part 1 and Part 2, held via Zoom on Sunday February 21st, 2021 & Sunday March 14, 2021.
These documents were emailed to our members and posted on the home page
of the website. Hard copies are also available upon request.
To receive a hard copy by mail, please contact the church office 410-655-6220.
After presentations to the congregation, opportunity for discussion and congregational
input, this report once published to the website in its entirety is considered FINAL and no
further edits or changes will be allowed, unless by specific direction of the Clerks of Session
or the Senior Pastor. If there are any questions, please contact Clerk of Session Mitzi Ecker,
or Senior Pastor Anita Bishop- Johnson. They can be contacted via email at
YourMtParan@gmail.com or by phone in the church office at 410-655-6220.
To God Be The Glory!
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