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Psalm 37: I - 8, Romans 8: 18-39; 1st Peter 2: 11 - 24, Revelation 2: 8 -11 (Sermon)
Last week we looked at the letter to the church at Ephesus which had lost their intense love for The
Lord.
Iflove is the first characteristic of a truly effective church, the second characteristic of a truly effective
church is their ability to endure suffering.
I say that because suffering proves the genuineness of our love.
We are willing to suffer for those people we love.
The Christians at Smyrna were experiencing intense suffering but they had not lost their passionate
love for The Lord Jesus Christ.
In verse 9 Jesus said, "J know about your afflictions, your poverty, and the slander you are
experiencing." "I know your afflictions and your poverty-yet you are rich! I know about the
slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan" (Revelation 2:9).
The Greek word translated "afflictions" means severe pressure or crushing pressure.
The Greek word translated as ''poverty" means severe poverty.
Biblical scholars tell us the church at Smyrna suffered physically, economically, and socially they were
marginalized.
Because they were Christians they were imprisoned, they were not allowed to buy and sell, their
property was seized, they were ostracized, and they were burned at the stake.
Sadly, that kind of religious persecution is what thousands of Christians experience in many parts of
the world today.
As we read about the suffering the church of Smyrna was experiencing, the age-old question always
comes up.
Why do Christians have to suffer?
The answer is there is sin and evil in this world.
In verse 10 Jesus said; "Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put
some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faith/ul, even to
the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor's crown." (Revelation 2: 10)
Remember God created humans in His holy image and God gave man a perfect environment to live in.
But when man disobeyed God sin entered the world.
We suffer because there is sin and evil in this world.
We all have a sinful attitude and we all commit sinful acts. (Romans 3:23)

