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John 14:1 - 6; John 17: 20 -25; 1st Corinthians 15:35 – 58; 1st Thessalonians 4: 13 – 18 (Sermon)
The word rapture is not in the Bible, but all of our scriptures for today are about the rapture.  
The word rapture means, “taken out” or “removed”. 
 So the first question is: Who is being taken out or removed?  
The answer is the Church is being removed or taken out.  
The second question is: What is the Church being taken out of?  
The answer is the Church is being taken out of the world.  
The third question is: Why is the Church being removed?  
The answer is because God is about to unleash His wrath on a sinful world which has refused to accept Jesus as their Savior.  
This period of time when God unleashes His wrath on the world that has refused to accept Jesus as their Savior is referred to as “The Time of Jacob’s Trouble”, “The Day of the Lord”,  or The Seven Year Tribulation
In 1st Thessalonians 4:13 we read, “We do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death”.   
The Greek word used here for “sleep” means to “lie down”
 It is used to refer to a person enjoying a natural sleep.  (Luke 22:45-46 & Acts 12:6)  

Jesus used this same Greek word for sleep when He said; “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”   

Then in verse 14 Jesus told His disciples; “Lazarus is dead … “
So in verse 13 the Apostle Paul is referring to those who had died physically as “those who are asleep”.    
The teaching on the rapture was included in this letter to the Church at Thessalonica to address their concern that those Christian who died before Jesus returned would miss out on Jesus’ eternal kingdom.   
To fully understand the rapture we need to remember that Jesus referred to the Church as the “Bride of Christ”.   (Revelation 19:7, Revelation 21:2, and Revelation 21:9)   
In John 14:28 Jesus said He would go away, but that He will come back for us.  
The reason for the rapture is that Jesus is coming back to claim His Bride, the Church.  
So the rapture is the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to come back for believers so that we can be with Him forever.  
Knowing about the rapture should comfort us, it should encourage us, and it should give us hope.

The fourth question is; when will Jesus return for the church or when will the rapture take place? 
 To be honest, the time of the rapture has been debated by theologians for centuries.  
Some believe that the rapture will occur just prior to The Seven Year Tribulation; some believe the rapture will occur at the middle of the Seven Year Tribulation, and some believe the rapture will occur after The Seven Year Tribulation.  
These three views are known as: Pre-tribulation, Mid-tribulation, and Post-tribulation.  
I believe the rapture will occur before The Seven Year Tribulation.  
I take this view because 1st Thessalonians 5:9 and 1: 10 state that we will be kept from the Tribulation; “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” and “Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.”  
 Secondly, the Holy Spirit is the restrainer and 2nd Thessalonians 2:7 says the restrainer will be removed from the world before the Tribulation.  
John 14 assures us that The Holy Spirit is given to all believers, The Holy Spirit indwells all believers, and the Holy Spirit will never leave us.  
So if The Holy Spirit is in us, will never leave us, and The Holy Spirit will be removed before the Tribulation, that means all believers will be removed from the earth before the Tribulation.  
Also, Revelation 3:10 states; “Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth.”   
Notice that Revelation 3:10 states that we will be kept from the hour of trial.  
That means the Church will not only be kept from the event, the Church will be kept from the time of the event.  
Verse 14 says; “God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him” and verse 16 states; “The Lord Himself will come down from heaven ….”   
 I want to be clear.  Our scripture lesson from 1st Thessalonians describes Jesus’ return to claim His Bride, or to claim the Church.  
These verses in 1st Thessalonians are not describing Jesus’ return to set up His eternal Kingdom that we can read about in Revelation 19.  
Jesus’ return to set up His eternal Kingdom is called the Second Coming.  
Some Bible teachers think that there are 3 separate but related events in 1st Thessalonians 4:16.  
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first”.
The first event we read about in 1st Thessalonians 4: 16 is the “shout”.  
Jesus is issuing a loud command for the dead in Christ to come up out of their graves and to join Him in the air.  
This shout or command will be like the one we read about in John 11:43 when Jesus called Lazarus to come out of the grave.  
The difference is when Jesus called Lazarus, Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth” whereas when Jesus comes for the Church which is His bride, Jesus will shout, “Believers, come forth!”   
Now I know some of you are puzzled because in verse 14 we read that “God will bring back with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him.”    
So why is Jesus issuing a command believers to come forth?   
I have always told you the second a believer dies physically, that person’s soul immediately goes to be with Jesus. 
 “Today you will be with me in paradise.”  (Luke 23:43) 
“Absent from the body present with The Lord.”  (2nd Corinthians 5:8)   
The “shout”, or Jesus’ command, “Believers, come forth!” is a command for the dead deteriorated bodies of believers to come up out of the grave.  
Some of you are wondering how this is possible if you have been in a grave for a long time and your physical body has deteriorated into dust.  
Or what if I was blown up or what if I was cremated, or what if I was buried at sea and the fish ate my physical body?  
From a human perspective the resurrection of a body that has deteriorated or been eaten by insects or fish is impossible.  
 But remember our God is almighty.  
With God all things are possible.  
Remember Genesis 2:7 states that God took the dust of the ground and formed man and then God breathed the breath of life into man. 
If God can make a living body from the dust of the ground God can recreate our bodies from ashes.   
We don’t need to be able to explain how God will do it.  
We just need to believe God can do it.
The second event we read about in 1st Thessalonians 4: 16 is the “voice of the archangel.”   
Why is this significant?  
The Archangel is Michael.  
Several passages in the Bible speak about the battle between the fallen angels that followed Lucifer and his rebellion against God and the faithful angels who continue to worship and serve God.  (Daniel 12:1, Jude 9, Revelation 12: 7 - 9) 
 Satan initiated sin.  
Physical death, spiritual death, and eternal death are the result of sin in our life.  
The grave is Satan’s domain. 
 Jesus issued the command, “Believers, come forth!” but Satan and his demons will be doing their best to hinder the believers from obeying Jesus’ command.  
So the voice of the archangel will be for all of God’s faithful angels to escort the dead decayed bodies of believers as they go to meet Jesus in the air.  
Not only will your physical body be resurrected, you will get an angelic escort to meet Jesus in the air.  
Remember in the account of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16 states that “an angel carried Lazarus’ body to the bosom of Abraham” (Luke 16:22).
The third event we read about in 1st Thessalonians 4: 16 is the “trumpet call of God”.  
 Throughout the Old Testament the trumpet was used to sound an alarm and was used to call the people to assemble.  
The trumpet was sounded for the people to assemble for worship and / or to prepare for battle.

Now I should tell you that there are other Bible teachers who believe that the Greek sentence structure in 1st Thessalonians 4:16 suggests that the shout, the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet call of God are adjectives describing the quality and the authority of the voice of God. 
 In other words, God’s voice will be loud, it will be angelic, and it will be majestic. 
God’s voice will be authoritative and commanding. 
 They point to Revelation 1:10 which states, “…And I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet which said, …”  
They say The Lord Jesus does not need any help because His voice is so powerful.  
Remember Jesus spoke and created the universe. 
 Remember Revelation 19:19-21 tells us that when Jesus returns to establish His eternal Kingdom Jesus will destroy Satan, all of Satan’s angels, all the kings of the earth and their armies with His word.   
No matter which view you prefer, the message is clear.  
When Jesus comes, the bodies of all believers who have died will come out of their graves and they will join Jesus in the air. 
Then the people who are still physically alive on earth will join Jesus in the air.
In 1st Corinthians 15 we read about the resurrection of the body. 
 When a seed is planted in the ground the seed dies before it sprouts. 
Death brings about life. 
 The same principle applies to the spiritual.  
Our physical body is buried in the ground but it rises to life.  
What is sown corruptible is raised incorruptible.  We will all be changed in the twinkling of an eye.
Verse 17 says; “After that we which are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the cloud to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we shall be with The Lord forever.”   
The dead in Christ shall be raptured first then those Christians who are still alive will be raptured.  
 So whether you are dead or alive when Jesus returns for His bride which is the church you will not miss the rapture. 
Verse 17 also says we who are physically alive when Jesus returns will meet Jesus in the air. 
 I sure some of you are wondering how we will be able to fly and meet Jesus in the clouds.   
The answer is simple Jesus will change our physical bodies into a glorified resurrected body.  
Remember in our lesson from 1st Corinthians 15 we read about our resurrected glorified bodies.  
“Listen I will tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed - in a flash in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead shall be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”   (1st Corinthians 15: 51 - 52)  
Remember after Jesus resurrection Jesus was not limited to time and space.  
Jesus passed through locked doors and Jesus appeared and disappeared.  
We will be able to meet Jesus in the air when we get our resurrected glorified bodies.   

In our lesson from John 14 we read Jesus’ promise to come back to earth for those who believe in Him.  
And in John 17:24 we read Jesus’ prayer.  
“Father, I want those you have given to me to be with me where I am and to see my glory.”  
So the rapture is a fulfillment of Jesus’ promise and the rapture is an answer to Jesus’ prayer.   
Many theologians describe the time period after the rapture as the honeymoon or a special time that all believers will be with Jesus.   
Then in Revelation 19:9 we read about “The Marriage Supper of the Lamb”.   
This will be a time of celebration.  

Forty days after Jesus’ resurrection Jesus ascended into heaven.  
And in 1st Thessalonians 4:14 we read that all believers will come back with Jesus.  
So you see at the rapture our spirits will come back to earth with Jesus, our resurrected glorified bodies will come up from the grave, and our spirits will be reunited with our resurrected glorified bodies. 

Verse 18 says; “Therefore encourage one another with these words”. 
 It is encouraging and it is comforting to know that as a Christian I will never die.  
Physical death is simply a change of residence. 
 Notice verse 18 is a command; “encourage one another with these words”.   
Some translations read “comfort one another with these words”.  
One reason why we go to funerals is to comfort our friends.  
We comfort them by reminding them that physical death for the Christian is not the end, physical death is simply the beginning of eternal life with our Lord Jesus Christ.  
We comfort them by reminding them that in heaven there is no more pain and no more suffering.   
We comfort them by reminding them that when Jesus comes back our souls will be reunited with our glorious resurrected body.  
We comfort believers by reminding them that our spirits never die.  
We comfort believers by reminding them that when Jesus returns we will be reunited with our departed loved ones who had asked Jesus to save them from their sins.   
“Comfort one another with these words” means to make each other comfortable.   
As Christians we grieve but we do not grieve as those without hope. 
 As Christians we grieve with the assurance of the resurrection and our reunion with our loved one who accepted Jesus as their savior. 
 Knowledge about the rapture should comfort us, encourage us, and give us hope.  
AMEN
.  
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