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“Thyatira — The Corrupt Church”
Romans 1: 18 — 32; 1% Corinthians 6:12 — 20; Colossians 3: 1 — 17; Revelation 2:18 - 29

In verse 19 Jesus compliments the church at Thyatira for five (5) things.

"I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and your perseverance.”
Those five virtues are related. Love leads to service; faith leads to perseverance.
If you love God, you will willingly and joyfully serve God’s people.

And if you have faith you will persevere.

You are able to persevere and you do not quit because you know that God is in control and that
everything will work out according to God’s Devine plan.

Jesus also complemented the church at Thyatira because those Christians were growing in faith and
service (verse 19)

If you and I had been at Thyatira, we would have been impressed by this church.

However, in verses 20 — 23a we read that Jesus gave the church at Thyatira a stern warning that they
were in grave spiritual danger.

""Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food
sacrificed to idols. I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. So I will
cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely,
unless they repent of her ways. I will strike her children dead.” (Revelation 20-23a)

The church leaders refused to stop a false teacher from promoting sexual immorality and idolatry.

Thyatira’s problem was not coming from outside the church but rather their problem was coming from
within the church.

Knowing a little about Thyatira will give us a better understanding of the problem in the church.
Thyatira was a small city located about 35 miles southeast of Pergamum.
Since it was located on a major road a number of trade unions settled in Thyatira.

Everyone who worked in Thyatira was pressured into becoming a member of one or more of these
trade unions.

These trade unions differed from the unions we are familiar with since their trade unions were linked
with the worship of the pagan patron god of their particular craft.

Members of the trade union were expected to attend all its functions and to participate in its activities
were held in the temple of their patron god.
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These functions included sacrifices to their patron god, feasts, excessive drinking, and immoral acts.
The meat served during the meals would have been previously offered to their patron god.

The Christians in Thyatira had to choose between making joining a trade union in order to work and
remaining faithful to Jesus and Jesus’” way of life.

In verse 18 Jesus reminds them that He is “The Son of God".
As the Son of God Jesus has "eyes like blazing fire."

This speaks of Jesus’ ability to pierce through a person’s facades, their disguises, and the false pretends
of His people.

Jesus see what is in our hearts.

Hebrews 4:13 tells us; “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered
and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”

“Feet like burnished bronze" in verse 18 refers to Jesus’ unlimited power to crush and to punish all
evil.

In verse 20 Jesus condemned the church at Thyatira for “folerating that woman Jezebel who calls
herself a prophetess.”

This woman in the church at Thyatira was a very dominant and persuasive leader.
Her real name was probably not "Jezebel." but Jesus gave her this name to reflect her character.
Jesus chose to name this woman after the most evil woman in the Old Testament.

The Jezebel in The Old Testament was the daughter of the King of Sidon and she was the wife of King
Ahab, the king of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.

Jezebel is particularly noted for having made the worship of Baal popular in Israel. (1% Kings 16:31-
32)

Baal was a fertility god, and Baal worship involved immoral and licentious practices.
There were male and female temple prostitutes associated with the worship of Baal.

It was Jezebel who spread that degraded worship widely among the ten tribes of Israel until it became
one of the popular religions of the day.

Jezebel supported over 800 prophets of Baal, who ate at her table. (1 Kings 18:19)

Jezebel tried to kill God’s prophet Elijah after Elijah defeated and killed 450 prophets of Baal on Mt.
Carmel. (1% Kings 19:1-3).
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Jezebel was also the one who murdered her neighbor Naboth because King Ahab wanted Naboth’s
vineyard. (1 Kings 21:11-14)

Jezebel was a ruthless, immoral, seducer of the people, and that is why Jesus selects her name for this
dominating evil woman in the church at Thyatira.

Notice verse 20 says; “that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess”.

She was a self-proclaimed prophetess who claimed to speak for God but she did not.

Rather, this woman Jezebel was a servant of Satan who brought deceit and heresy into the church.
Today there are many self-proclaimed prophets who claiming to speak for God.

It is every Christian’s responsibility to compare what is being taught with what The Bible says.
Also please notice that The Lord holds the church responsible.

Jesus said; "you tolerate that woman Jezebel." (Verse 20)

False teachers always have and always will be a problem that church leadership must face because
there are Jezebels in a lot of churches.

The problem at Thyatira was the church leaders allowed this false teacher to influence, mislead, and to
seduce other members of the church.

This woman taught that it was all right for Christians to indulge in idolatry, sexual immorality and
eating food offered to pagan gods.

The similarity between Ahab’s queen Jezebel, and Jezebel the prophetess of Thyatira is that they both
misled the people of God and they both encouraged the people to indulge in sinful behavior.

The Christians at Thyatira were face with a choice to being active in a pagan trade union and
remaining faithful to Jesus Christ.

If they spoke out against the pagan worship practices of the trade unions, they faced economic and
physical persecution.

Participating in these trade unions forced these Christians to compromise their basic moral and ethical
standards as well as their witness for the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The church at Ephesus was strong in doctrine but their love for The Lord Jesus was lacking.
The church at Thyatira was strong in love but weak in doctrine.
The church at Thyatira was not willing to confront anyone about doctrinal heresies.

Our Lord demands both love and sound doctrine (1% Timothy 1:5).
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Jesus condemned the church in Thyatira because their leadership failed to discipline the woman
Jezebel.

In verse 24 we read about "deep things of God”.

In 1% Corinthians 2:10 The Apostle Paul also speaks about these dark and hidden matters.

These "deep things of God” are Satan's imitation of the wonderfully deep truths in the Word of God.
In verse 24, Jesus encouraged the Christians at Thyatira who refuse these secret teachings.,

Jesus said; “now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have
not learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, except to

hold on to what you have until I come.”

Then in verses 26 - 28 Jesus promises that He will reward those individuals who hold on by continuing
to do His will to the end.

“To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations—
that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery—just as I have
received authority from my Father. I will also give that one the morning star.”

The one who “will rule with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery” is Jesus.

This is a quotation is from Psalm 2 and refers to Jesus rule on earth during The Millennium.

In Revelation 22:12 Jesus refers to Himself as “the bright and morning star.”

Jesus letter to the church at Thyatira is a warning to the church today.

We live in a culture where tolerance is a virtue.

But tolerance of immorality, idolatry, false teaching, and worldly values has no place in the church.

Jesus said; “you can not serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other,
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” (Matthew 6:24)

Tolerance of immoral or idolatrous behavior has no place in the church.

If we allow immoral or idolatrous behavior we will end up denying the Lord Jesus.

God’s promises and warnings to the church are just as applicable to us today as a church and to us as
individuals as they were in the 1 century.

As Christians we are to refrain from all forms of sexual and spiritual adultery as well as all forms of
idolatry.
God’s Word is crystal clear; any sexual behavior outside of marriage is a violation of God’s law.




image5.jpg
Christians are expected to keep ourselves spiritually pure.
God’s word to us today challenges all of us to seriously examine our life.
We all need to ask ourselves; is the way I think, the way I talk, and the way I act pleasing to Jesus?
Am I more like Jesus today than I was last month?
“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches” (Revelation 2:29).

AMEN




