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Numbers 25: 1 - 13; James 4: 1 - 10; 1st Timothy 6: 2b- 12;
Romans 12: 1-2; Revelation 2: 12 -17 (Sermon)
Jesus begins His letter to the church at Pergamum by assuring them that He knows their circumstances.
Satan's throne was in the city of Pergamum. (verse 13)
Then Jesus complemented the church at Pergarnum for remaining true to Him and for not renouncing
their faith even though they lived in an evil place and they were suffering intense persecution because
they were Christians. (verse 13)
Pergamum was the capital of the Roman Province in Asia minor.
Pergamum was also an important pagan religious center.
Pergamum was the first city to build a temple to Caesar and Pergamum was the official worship center
of Caesar.
In addition, there were several other pagan shrines and temples to the Zeus who was the Greek weather
god, the pagan goddess of sex, the pagan god of alcohol, and the pagan god of healing.
In verse 13 we read; "I know where you live - where Satan has his throne."
Satan is not in hell today and Satan has not been in hell.
Satan will not be banished into hell until after the Millennium. (Revelation 20: 1)
Satan is roaming the earth, (Job 1 :7) deceiving the nations, (Revelation 20:3), tempting God's people (1st
Thessalonians 3:5), and seeking to devour someone. (1st Peter 5:8)
In verse 13 we are read about ''Antipas, God's faithful witness, who was put to death" in Pergamum.
Antipas was probably the pastor at Pergamum and tradition tells us Antipas was burned to death.
When Satan could not get the church at Pergamum to denounce their faith in Jesus Christ, Satan slipped
in the back door and got some of the Christians in church at Pergamum to compromise their faith.
Satan was successful enticing some of the Christians at Pergamum to adopt secular thinking and to seek
physical pleasures and material possessions over spiritual blessings.
The church at Pergamum adopted a worldly view.
The church at Pergamum did not standing firm in their convictions.
In verses 14 and 15 Jesus said, "Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among
you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they
ate food sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. Likewise, you also have those who hold
to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. "

